
Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political.— Thomas Jefferson.

N U M B E R  33.O AKLAND, CALIFORNIA, SEPTEM BER 11,1889.VOLUME 4.

We print the whole of the matter in the one 
number, as we think the reader would rather 
have it so, than to have it divided up through sev- 
eral numbers, as the whole speech can thus be had 
for reference at any time.

Such comments as we are allowed at this time 
hurriedly to make, we have interspersed through 
the speech in brackets.

After a few introductory remarks Mr. Gleeson 
said:—

But what, it may be inquired, will be the 
character of the instruction that will be imparted 
in this college? Will it be of a kind and of a 
standard that will meet the approval and satisfy 
the requirements of the people of our time? I 
answer unhesitatingly in the affirmative, and I 
say— “ Yes.״ It is proposed, as far as I under- 
stand the scope of the work to be done, to turn 
out from these walls of learning accomplished, 
well-trained scholars—youths capable of taking 
their places creditably in all the honorable de- 
partments of life in the community. It is pro- 
posed to prepare and qualify young men here 
for engaging in all the useful and profitable 
pursuits of human industry in the community; 
it is proposed to train them for entering upon the 
various learned professions. In short, within 
these walls is to be imparted a thorough and high 
standard of education which will embrace a com- 
mercial, mathematical, classic, and English course.

But is that all that is aimed at by the project- 
ors of this work? By no means. Were that 
to be the extent of the labors of the men who 
are now entering upon the duties of this college, 
not a brick would have been laid in these walls. 
The object in view is not merely to turn out ca- 
pable commercial,scientific, and classic graduates. 
It is not merely to furnish the learned professions 
with young men of trained and disciplined hab- 
its and cultured minds. But, if  I rightly under- 
stand what is intended, and I think I do, it is to 
do much more than this. What is that more? 
It is to give to the community young men whose 
training, acquirements, and principles will render 
them ornaments to society and guardians and de- 
fenders of the interests of the people.

The country is at present becoming alarmed 
at the crimes, the excesses, and dishonesty of 
many of its public servants. Men are beginning 
to see and to understand that something addi- 
tional is needed for a competent public official 
than merely technical qualification for office. 
They are beginning to see that neither bonds, nor 
prisons, nor public opinion, nor social ostracism 
are of themselves enough to restrain the average 
man from the commission of crime when the 
temptations to unfaithfulness are numerous and 
strong. In a word the records of the number 
and magnitude of the public defalcations which 
have occurred and are constantly occurring in 
this land is beginning to open the eyes of the 
more thoughtful and reflective in the community 
to the usefulness and even necessity of the incul- 
cation of ethical principles in connection with the 
education of youths, and this, if I mistake not

genuine. It should only make honest people the 
more diligent in spreading abroad the knowledge 
and the use of the genuine.

It does not meet the opposition to Sunday laws 
to raise a cry against what the chiefest Sun- 
day-law workers delight to call “ the invading 
horde of unwashed foreigners,״ who demand per- 
sonal liberty. The opponents of Sunday laws are 
not all foreigners, nor are the people all criminals 
and anarchists who come from other countries to 
this. There are people who speak the name of 
Bismarck with a German accent who are respect- 
able people, bona fide citizens of the United States, 
entitled to all the rights of citizens, and who, with 
others, have just as much right to enjoy their in- 
dividual rights as the Sunday-law workers have 
to all rights individual and collective; and who 
have just as much right to oppose Sunday laws as 
anybody has to advocate them. And they have 
a right to all these things without being subjected 
to the sneers, the stale witticisms, and the re- 
proachful epithets, of those who would establish a 
religious despotism.in the name of “ popular lib- 
erty.״

---------------- —-----------------------
R om anism  and  th e  P ublic S ch o o ls .

Su n d a y , August 11, 1889, in Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, there was dedicated a new Roman Catholic 
institution called St. Mary’s College. It is four 
stories high above the basement, shaped some- 
thing like the letter E, with a center and north- 
ern and southern wings. The frontage is 180 
feet, north wing 150 feet, and southern wing 140 
feet. It is estimated that nearly ten thousand 
people were present at the ceremonies. The 
Catholic Father Gleeson delivered the dedica- 
tory address. He inveighed so heavily against 
the public school system of the United States, 
that his speech excited much attention. Urgent 
requests have come to us from friends of the 
S e n t in e l  to print it so that they can have it for 
future reference. We have consented to do so. 
We are satisfied that we are doing our subscrib- 
ers good service in laying it before them. In 
view of the urgent demand now being made by 
Protestants for an amendment to the national 
Constitution establishing religious instruction in 
the public schools, ostensibly as a defense against 
Romanism, it is important to know just what the 
Romish position is ; and it becomes doubly im- 
portant when it is seen that the Protestant de- 
mand is in principle identical with the Romish. 
From Mr. Gleeson’s speech it will be clearly seen 
that if the Protestant demand be acceded to 
and religious instruction be established in the 
public schools, it will be a direct play into the 
hands of the Romish system.
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T h e  National Reform movement for Sunday 
laws and an amendment to the Constitution pro- 
viding that religion be taught in the public 
schools is clearly wrong and wicked. It is a 
dangerous menace to the liberties of the peo- 
pie and detrimental to the best interests of 
intelligent civilization. It is born of the same 
narrow, bigoted, intolerant spirit which attended 
a union of Church and State in the days of 
papal supremacy; and which later drove Roger 
Williams into the wilderness of Rhode Island, 
banished the Quakers from Massachusetts, and 
burned women at the stake for supposed witch- 
craft. Christ said : “ My kingdom is not of this 
world.” Yet the National Reformers by their ef- 
forts to secure religious laws clearly design to 
make it such. Religion is something which the 
conscience alone should decide, and wherein civil 
laws should not be allowed to dictate. “ Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord.” And yet, the National Reformers are 
working vigorously to secure the might and 
power of the State for the enforcement of the 
principles of the Christian religion. The move- 
ment is wrong. It is against the true teachings 
of Christ. It is against the freedom guaranteed 
by the Constitution. It ought to be, and is be- 
ing opposed by the best thinking and reasoning 
people of the country.—Bertrand (Nebraska) 
Herald.

Individual Rights.

T h e  Sunday-law folks try to make consider- 
able capital out of the plea of personal liberty. 
We do not deny that the phrase, “ personal lib- 
erty ״ has been abused, but the abuse of that or any 
other term cannot be made an excuse for making 
either the name or the thing a term of reproach 
nor a symbol for all that is bad. There is such a 
thing as personal liberty, and it is right that it 
should be respected. Article I of Section I of 
the constitution of the new State of Washington 
justly declares that “governments are established 
to protect and maintain individual rights.” This 
is true, and we are happy to see it expressed in 
such a place. But “ individual rights” is only 
another expression for “ personal liberty.” A  
counterfeit, though diligently and abundantly 
circulated, should never be allowed to become an 
excuse for dropping or decrying the use of the
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I f  they do, then let them explain the para- 
dox of wishing a country to believe without 
teaching it to believe. Of course I know the 
puerile answer that many would readily return 
to tKis. It would be the old stereotyped one, 
that religion is for the church and not for the 
schools, and that a nation can be Christian with- 
out being taught to believe in connection with 
secular instruction. Unfortunately for those who 
advance this reason it has to be acknowledged 
that one-half of this country never enter an ec- 
clesiastical edifice of any denomination whatever.

[If it be so that one-half the people of this coun- 
try never enter an ecclesiastical edifice, then, at the 
very best, how can this be more than one-half of a 
Christian Nation ?j

How, then, I ask are the youth of the-country 
to be made Christian.

[If it is a Christian country already, then why do 
the youth need to be made Christian ? Do Chris- 
tians need to be made Christians?]

Perhaps some one may say by means of the 
Sunday-school, but the half of them don’t go 
to the Sunday-school, and if they did it would 
amount to but little. For what can a youth 
learn in an hour on the Sunday. The Sunday- 
school I regard as little better than a^sham, a 
delusion, and a mockery.

Under such circumstances it surely is not to 
be wondered at that millions are ceasing to be 
Christians in this land. The fact is, the coun- 
try is becoming to a large extent non-Chris- 
tian. Statistics have been published in San 
Francisco, showing that 30,000,000 of the in- 
habitants of this Republic have never been 
baptized. What does that mean ? It establishes, 
I think, very clearly the fact that to a large ex- 
tent we are Christian only in name.

[True, and a Christian only in name is no 
Christian at all. Therefore this being a non- 
Christian nation the present public school system 
is ‘4admirably adapted to its needs in this respect.״]

Perhaps this is the reason why the present system 
of education is so earnestly upheld by so many. 
If solet its abettors avow their belief, and their ad- 
vocacy and position will be consistent and in tell i- 
gible. But if  they will not, at least the God 
fearing, right-minded, conscientious men of all de- 
nominations in the land ought not to allow them- 
selves to be deluded any longer, and they should 
ask themselves the question, how far the present 
system of education in this country is responsible 
for the lack of belief that prevails in this land. 
I know, of course, that there are many well-mean- 
ing, honorable, high-minded Christian men in the 
community who are zealous upholders of the pres- 
ent system of public instruction. But have these 
ever examined the system attentively; have they 
considered its tendencies and marked its results? 
I think not. On the contrary, they take it for 
granted that it is a good, an excellent, aye, a 
most perfect system. They are strongly preju- 
diced in its favor; and so when anyone raises his 
voice against it, or attempts to point out its de- 
fects, they become irritated and excited, and like 
the silversmith of Ephesus they raise a mighty 
commotion against us.

The fact is, the present system of education in 
this land is to the people of this country what 
that ugly, ill-shaped æreolite which was worshiped 
in the temple of Ephesus as a goddess in the days 
of St. Paul, was to the people of Asia Minor. 
That is, it is the great Diana of the Ephesians, 
and woe to the man who dares to attack it rudely. 
But like the Ephesian deity, it is worshiped be- 
cause it is not understood, for when stripped of 
its tinsel and gaudy surroundings, it is anything 
but the lovable object that people take it to be; 
nay, it is a mighty, monstrous, insatiable Mo- 
loch to which the spiritual existence of millions 
of our little ones is being constantly sacrificed.

Having now directed your attention to 
the inconsistency of this non-Christian system

And how important is it not, to have men of 
this class, in positions of trust, for what greater 
blessing can a community enjoy than an incor- 
ruptible judiciary—an enlightened and unpur- 
chasable legislature, and faithful, conscientious 
civil authorites. I will not insist for a moment 
on the inculcation of so elementary a truth, for it 
must be clear to the minds of all.

But the work that this institution has cut 
out for itself does not stop even here. It has a 
still higher and nobler mission to accomplish, that 
is to prepare for eternity those of our faith who 
will be intrusted to its care—to prepare for the 
attainment of that noble and m (gnificent des- 
tiny for which God called us all into existence 
those Catholic youths who shall enter under its 
roof. This is the special, the principal, object for 
which this college has been erected. And this 
now leads us very naturally to inquire how far 
a Christian combined with a secular education, 
is superior to a merely secular one. As you are 
aware there are two contradictory opinions enter- 
tained by the people of this country hereon. The 
one advocates and insists on the exclusion of all 
ethical principles from the region of the school- 
room, while the other equally as strongly calls for 
and demands their introduction. The upholders 
of the former, unfortunately for us, as well as for 
those who share our convictions, being entirely in 
the majority, and having the power in their hands 
enforce without scruple or regard for the interests 
of the minority, their ideas and will in this mat- 
ter. Now, this seems to me to be a very illiberal, 
not to say illogical, position for any party in the 
community to assume. It is illiberal and unfair, 
because it forces a system of instruction on the 
unwilling acceptance of millions, regardless of 
their rights and interests, and it is illogical and 
inconsistent inasmuch as it is in conflict with the 
history, the traditions, and profession of this 
country as a Christian Nation.

[This is not a Christian Nation. It is a civil 
Nation. There never was a Christian nation, 
and there never will be while this world lasts. 
Christ said the wheat and the tares, the good 
and the bad, should grow together until the 
harvest—that is, the end of the world— and bad 
men are not Christians. The tares-arejthe ohildren 
of the wicked one.]

If the advocates of the present system of pub- 
lie instruction in this country were to abjure the 
Christian religion—if they were to proclaim 
themselves to the world as unbelievers in Chris- 
tian teaching, their position would be consistent 
and intelligible. But as long as they bear the 
Christian name, as long as they are pleased to be 
known as the followers of the Redeemer of mankind, 
I see nothing but inconsistency and contradictions 
in their efforts to prevent the youth of the Nation 
being educated in a Christian way. The present 
system of non-Christian education, now prevail- 
ing in this land might be and doubtless would be 
admirably adapted as far as principles are con- 
cerned, for a non-Christian country.

[A non-Christian country is just what this is. 
Therefore by Mr. Gleeson’s own words it is proved 
that the present system is admirably adapted for 
tliis country.]

It would be quite in place as far as Chris- 
tian teaching is concerned, in the dominions 
of his royal majesty, the Sultan of Turkey, 
or in those of his royal brother, the Shah of 
Persia. But for this country which is Christian 
in religion, Christian in traditions, Christian in 
government and sentiment, the present system is 
simply an anachronism. It is out of time and 
place. Do those who uphold it really wish that 
this country should remain what it is, a believing 
nation?

[A believing nation indeed! when not one in 
a half-dozen is ah actual believer in Jesus Christ!]

very much, is why institutions of this kind are 
growing steadily in favor and popularity with the 
best and most conservative men of our times.

[Nor arc these crimes, excesses, defalcations, and 
this dishonesty carried on outside of all the mem- 
bership of the Roman Catholic Church. Let any- 
one notice the names of the boodlers, the jury 
bribers, the embezzlers, and election defrauders, 
and he will see that this is so, It is well known 
that the great majority of the Roman Catholic 
people of the United States are of the Irish race, 
and that the great majority of the children of 
these are educated and trained in the Roman 
Catholic schools; whereas, the educating or 
training of an American child in the Catholic 
school is the exception, these, on the contrary, 
are taught in the public schools. Yet, in the 
City of New York the department of charities 
and corrections was called upon to care for only 
63,178 Americans in the four years from 1871 
to 1875, while in the same time, it had to care 
for 98,737 Irish. The number of Americans 
was only one per cent, of the American popula- 
tion of that city while the number of Irish was 
three and a half per cent, of the Irish population. 
Which shows that children sent forth from 
Roman Catholic schools stand three and a half 
times the chance of becoming paupers that they 
do when sent forth from the public schools.

Next, as to crimes. In fifteen years and four 
months in New York City, ending with 1875, 
there were arrested, 571,497 Irish and but 387,- 
154 Americans. The number of Irish was 3.28 
per cent, of the Irish population while the number 
of Americans was but one per cent, of the Amer- 
ican population: which plainly shows that a 
child trained in the Roman Catholic school 
stands three and a quarter times the chances of 
getting into jail that the child does who is trained 
in the public school. In other words, there is 
more than three and a quarter times the proba- 
bility that a child taught in the Roman Catholic 
schools will commit crime than there is that a 
child taught in the public schools will do so. 
This evidence might be extended over other lines 
to the length of a separate article in itself, and it 
would show the same results or worse. Then let 
the Roman Catholic system show anywhere near 
such results as the public school system shows, 
before Roman Catholic priests repeat such charges 
against the public schools.]

The work, then, that this college proposes to do 
will be of a dual character, that is to say, it will 
be of an intellectual and moral kind. It will 
develop the intellectual faculty and cultivate the 
moral instincts. By the former it will provide 
the community with capable officers, and by the 
latter with faithful servants. Thus it will become 
an agent for general good and a powerful factor 
in promoting and guarding the common interests, 
for from this institution will go forth in all ha- 
man probability, as time rolls by, several, if not 
very many, of those gifted youths who, as they 
come to take their place in ,society, will become 
the leaders, the guides, and representatives of the 
people—men who will occupy some of the highest 
offices within■ the gift of the community—who 
will be amongst the administrators of jus- 
tice, the expounders of law, and the defenders 
of the interests of the populace,—men, in a 
word, whose voice will be heard at the bar, on the 
bench, and in the senate.
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that the practice of religion should enter into i t ; 
for a nation is not religiously educated by such 
petty mechanical devices. It is necessary that 
national education (I wish you would mark this) 
should be given and received in the midst of a re- 
ligious atmosphere, and that religious impressions 
and religious observances should penetrate into 
all its parts.״ No Catholic laymen or Catholic 
clergyman could speak stronger than that. And 
what France’s ablest statesmen have said in this 
regard has been echoed by England’s foremost 
men. “ Religion is not [says Lord Derby] a 
thing apart from education, but is interwoven into 
its whole system. It is a principle which controls 
and regulates the whole mind and happiness of 
the people. Public education should be con- 
sidered as inseparable from religion.” “ Religion 
[said Lord John Russell] should regulate the en- 
tire system of dicipline. . . .  To omit any 
inculcation of the duties of religion— to omit in- 
structing the children in the principles of the 
love of God and the love of their neighbor, would 
be a grave, a serious and irreparable fault.” 
Now listen to what that very eminent statesman, 
Sir Robert Peel, said on this matter. “ I am 
[said he] for a religious as opposed to a secular 
education. I believe that such an education is 
only half an education, but with the most impor- 
tant half neglected.”

[These statements from Europeans were, grant- 
ing that they mean all that Mr. Gleeson intends 
them to mean, are not pertinent to this discussion 
in the United States; because they were all but 
parts of the Church and State systems of the na- 
tions in which they lived. The United States is 
away ahead of all that. Mr. Gleeson and all those 
who would put religion into the public schools 
are only trying to sway this Nation back into the 
evil tide with those.]

So say all Catholics, and so say also a large num* 
ber of non-Catholics in this country, and though 
the majority be against us now, yet we hopefully 
look forward to the day when they will be on our 
side, and as ardent supporters as we arc of relig- 
ious combined with secular instruction. I will 
not trespass on your patience any further in this 
matter of quotation only while I put before you the 
sentiments of two more eminent statesmen, the one 
a German and the other an Englishman, but both 
non-Catholic. In 1879 Herr Von Puttkamer, 
then minister of public instruction, said: u I am 
convinced that on the day on which we cease to 
make the saving teachings of the gospel the basis 
of education, the fall of our national civilized life 
will be inevitable.” I would earnestly recommend 
the serious consideration of that statement to the 
men of this country who are wholly in favor of 
secular as opposed to secular combined' with relig- 
ious instruction. And I would also recommend 
to the same the opinion of that great and noble- 
hearted Englishman, Mr. W. E. Gladstone, the 
“Grand Old Man,” as he is called. “ Every sys- 
tern,” says Mr. Gladstone, “which places religious 
education in the background is pernicious” Mind 
you, Mr. Gladstone does not merely say that the 
purely secular system is defective, but he says it is 
pernicious.

The present system of education then, in this 
country, stands condemned in the light of the 
utterances of some of the greatest statesmen the 
world has ever produced. It is a system that 
rests upon a popular fallacy, that is, that you can 
have a people moral and virtuous without being 
taught to be such in the schools. Nowhere in the 
world can an instance of this nature be pointed to 
as an example. On the contrary, unbelief is the 
natural consequence of such a system, and the 
very moment that Christian principles are dis- 
carded by the masses, that moment the country 
is in danger, for, as the immortal Washington 
has well remarked, religion and morality are the 
indispensable supports of the nation. Who are

cherish them. A volume could not trace all their 
connections with public and private felicity. Let 
it be simply asked where is the security for prop- 
erty, for reputation, for life, if the sense of relig- 
ious obligations desert the oaths which are the 
instruments of investigation in the courts of jus- 
tice ? And let us with caution indulge the sup- 
position that morality can be maintained without 
religion. Whatever may be conceded to the in- 
fluence of refined education on minds of a pecu- 
liar structure, reason and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principles.” How impor- 
tant, then, according to the opinion of this illus- 
trious man, is not the inculcation of moral prin- 
ciples into the minds of the young.

[True; but he did not say that this should be done 
by the State. Mr. Gleeson again assumes the very 
thing that he should prove. The controversy is not 
whether religion and morality should be taught 
or not; it is not whether these are essential or 
not. This is all allowed. The question is, Shall 
the State teach religion and morality ? The an- 
swer is, The State °cann$t do it. The State has 
neither the power nor the credentials for it. 
These are committed to the church. And the 
church in doing it, is not to do it by the power of 
the State, but by the power of God.]

And again, the same great authority, as if in 
anticipation of the efforts that later on were to 
be made by his countrymen in essaying to teach 
moral obligations without the aid of religion, says: 
“ Beware of the man who attempts to inculcate 
morality without religion.” Yet, in the face of 
this, I may say dying declaration, of this' coun- 
try’s greatest champion, we have men calling 
themselves patriots— men calling themselves 10v- 
ers of their country’s well-being doing all in 
their power, working with might and main to 
support a system of education that rigidly ex- 
eludes from the school-room the presence of re- 
ligion. Have such persons ever attentively read 
and carefully weighed the meaning of Washing- 
ton’s words, “of all the dispositions and habits 
that lead to political prosperity, religion and 
morality are indispensable supports?”

If  we turn now to the great statesmen of Eu- 
rope we will find the same expression of senti- 
ment uttered by them in regard to the impor- 
tance and necessity of the inculcation of ethical 
principles in the case of the young. Thus, that 
eminent Protestant minister, Portalis, who dis- 
charged the office of public instructor under 
Napoleon I., said : “ there is no instruction with- 
out education, and no proper education without 
morality and dogma. We must take religion as 
the basis of education; and if we compare what 
the instruction of the present day is with what 
it ought to be, we cannot help deploring the 
lot which awaits and threatens the present and 
future generations.” This was thoughtful lan- 
guage; it was written, as one whose name I can- 
not recall has well remarked, by the lurid glare 
of the torch that had set all France in a blaze; it 
was written in the presence of the hecatombs of 
victims that had fallen before the popular fury, 
that had been sacrificed to the wild passions of 
the mob; it was written, in fine, by a man who 
was deploring the civil disasters that had befallen 
his country, and who was ready to trace them to 
their genuine source—the want of proper relig- 
ious instruction.

Another even more eminent Protestant states- 
man and minister of public instruction under 
Louis Philippe—I mean Francois Guizot— as- 
serted the same only in different words. “ In 
order to make popular education (said this emi- 
nent man) truly good and socially useful (mark 
that) it must be fundamentally religious. I do 
not simply mean by this that religious instruction 
should hold its place in popular education and

of education in a Christian land, I will next ask 
you to consider the dangers and alarmingly deplor- 
able consequences that are certain to result here- 
from if persevered in for any considerable time. 
And when I speak of dangers and deplorable con- 
sequences I do not wish to be understood as em- 
ploying these terms in the religious, but rather in 
a temporal—national sense. Later on I will 
show how religion is affected by this system, but 
for the present I desire you to view it in connec- 
tion with national interests and national prosper- 
ity. In formulating the statement then that the 
present mode of instruction in use in this coun- 
try is dangerous and hostile to the dearest and 
best interests of the republic, there are many, I 
am sure, who can readily imagine that I am at- 
tempting too much, for there are those, and in- 
deed I suppose they are in the majority in this 
land, who actually believe that the prosperity of 
this country is dependent on the present system 
of education. They really, I believe, look upon 
it as the very basis of the social order—the pil- 
lars of the republic and the panoply and palla- 
dium of our national greatness.

Now to disabuse such persons of this most 
erroneous idea, I would ask them if they have 
ever considered on what national greatness and 
national prosperity must necessarily rest in order 
to be permanent. What is the basis of public 
order— how is a nation’s security to be attained ? 
Very lively such persons will tell me, by educa- 
tion— by enlightening the masses. True, but not 
by education in the pagan or non-Christian sense, 
for instruction to be a guarantee of permanency 
to the State must be of a religious character, 
inasmuch as the Christian republic reposes on 
moral principles, which, if  withdrawn or ignored, 
the entire superstructure must necessarily come 
down with a crash.

[Mr. Gleeson makes the same mistake that 
the National Reformers and all other national re- 
ligionists do, that is that this is a “Christian Na- 
tion,” a “ Christian republic,” etc. Then, assuming 
what he ought to prove, he builds up his whole 
false system upon his assumption, and then, like 
the heathen of old, he exclaims, Behold this great 
Babylon that I have built by the might of my 
power, and for the honor of my majesty.]

Enlightment alone is not sufficient to secure per- 
manenev to a nation. The history of the world 
is an evidence of this. Babylon and Egypt and 
Greece and Rome were enlightened and highly 
cultured in the pagan sense, but where are they 
now. They fell because the basis on which they 
reposed was of a perishable character; it was not 
immortal, for there is no immortal basis on which 
nations can repose save that furnished by Christ 
Jesus in the divine, imperishable principles of the 
Christian religion. We have with us in this mat- 
ter of the necessity of combining religious with 
secular instruction in the training of youth, some 
of the greatest statesmen that have ever lived.

The greatest and wisest statesmen that ever 
lived have acknowledged this. With your per- 
mission I will quote some extracts from their 
writings, showing their views on this matter. 
And I will begin with this country, and with one 
whose name is revered by every loyal American, 
I mean George Washington.

In his farewell address, that illustrious man 
speaks of the religious and moral dispositions of 
the people as intimately connected with national 
prosperity, as being the very props and pillars on 
which human greatness necessarily rests. These 
are his words: “ Of all the dispositions and hab- 
its which lead to political prosperity, religion and 
morality are indispensable supports. In vain 
would that man claim the tribute of patriotism 
who should labor to subvert these great pillars of 
human happiness, these firmest props of the du- 
ties of men and citizens. The mere politician, 
equally with the pious man, ought to respect and
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And as it is in these instances which I have 
now mentioned, so it is in every other where the 
honor and the glory of the Catholic Church is 
concerned. In other words everything that can 
in any way tell for the credit of our holy relig- 
ion is either kept out of view, or if  mentioned at 
all, is set forth in so meager and half-hearted a 
way as to convey only a mere moiety of the truth. 
Hence it is not surprising that there are constantly 
leaving the schools of this country Catholic youths 
who are in the profoundest ignorance of many 
of the grandest truths of Christian history, as if 
these had never been written. They leave these 
schools without the remotest idea, without the 
slightest suspicion of what the Catholic Church 
has done for the interest of science and the diffus- 
sion of general knowledge. Nay, it is even more 
likely that they go forth with the impression that 
the Catholic Church has been an impediment, a 
stumbling-block in the way of learning. And, 
so, if  you ask them who have been the greatest 
patrons of learning in the world, who have done 
most to bring knowledge within the reach of the 
masses, the last names that will occur to their 
minds will be those of the Popes of Rome.

I f  you ask them who have been the founders 
of the great Universities of the world—who 
pushed forward the landmarks of discovery in the 
various departments of knowledge— to whom are 
we indebted for the inductive or experimental 
method of study by which such magnificent re- 
suits have been obtained in the natural and phys- 
ical sciences—if you ask them who were the 
men who gave the greatest impetus to astronomi- 
«al study while that department of learning was 
still in its infancy—who led the way in matlie- 
matical discovery, in all probability the youths of 
whom I speak will reply by saying that they are 
matters to which their attention was never di- 
rected. And then if you tell them that the 
greatest names on the roll of science— the Des- 
cartes, the Bacons, the Albertus Magnuses, the 
Gerberts, the Brahes, the Copernicuses, the De 
Vends, and a host of others hardly less celebrated, 
were all, all Catholics; if you tell them that to 
an Egyptian monk we are indebted for the first 
correct ideas that were ever had regarding the 
geography of the globe, that to a Roman monk 
is to be attributed the honor of having intro- 
duccd into Europe the first system of chronology, 
that to the famous abbott Gassendi belongs the 
glory of being the first to observe the transit of 
Mercury over the disc of the sun; that to Piazzi, 
a Theatine monk is to be accorded the praise of 
having discovered the first of the asteroids; that 
Orioli, a Catholic priest, was the first to determine 
the orbit of the planet Uranus; that it was a 
Catholic, Leverrier, who discovered Neptune, the 
most distant planet in the solar system; if you 
tell them these and a thousand like things equally 
creditable to our holy religion, all this will come 
upon them like a revelation from heaven, and they 
will acknowledge with shame and chagrin that 
they have never been properly taught.

[Every pupil in the public schools of the 
country is taught all this, except that these men 
were Roman Catholics. But what legitimate 
part of the teachings could that be ? Every pu- 
pil is taught for instance that Laverrier discov- 
ered Neptune; but what is it to the pupil whether 
Leverrier was a Protestant or a Jew or a Roman 
Catholic or a Mohammedan. That is no essen- 
tial part of either public or private instruction.]

And now may I not fairly ask once more, is 
this a system that we Catholics can heartily en- 
dorse, with which we can expect to be contented ?

But it is not merely that this system of public 
school education in this country is defective in 
leaving out what it ought to teach, and thereby 
keeping the youth in our times in shameful ig- 
norance of what they ought to know, but I fur- 
thermore charge it as being a vehicle of gross un-

"Who espoused the cause of the degraded slave 
and succedeed to a great extent in striking the fet- 
ters from his weary limbs? Who, I ask, but the 
Church Catholic and her heroic children? And 
are these things and others of a similar nature 
taught to the youth of our time in the public 
schools of this land? Nothing of the kind, they 
are kept studiously from the minds of the pupils. 
Again, whence has civil liberty been obtained, in 
what does it consist, and what are its advantages ? 
Civil liberty, as you are aware, is one of the 
greatest blessings a man can enjoy. It may be 
defined, the protection by law of the life and 
property of the citizen. It consists in the pro- 
visions, no representation, no taxation, no trial, 
no condemnation, no crime, no punishment.

These are the bases of the liberties of the 
people of this land and of all enlightened coun- 
tries to-day in the world, and whence, I ask, have 
they been derived ? Is it from a pagan or non- 
Catholic source? Nothing of the kind. They 
have come down to us from the old Catholic 
times; they are as ancient as the days of Alfred 
the Great; and when, for a time, they were for- 
feited to the people by the exactions of an arbi- 
trary monarch, was it fiot by a Catholic people 
led by an illustrious Catholic archbishop that 
they were restored to their place in the govern- 
ment .of the Nation, on the ever memorable and 
historic plains of Runnymede.

[Yes, it was. Mr. Gleeson refers hgre to 
Archbishop Laughton and Magna Charta. 
And that “ Catholic people ״ and “ illustrious 
archbishop ” were condemned for it all by Pope 
Innocent III., as conspirators against their lord, 
for “ audacious wickedness committed in con- 
tempt of the apostolic See.״ Not only was the 
Catholic archbishop and the people thus con- 
demned, but the great charter itself was con- 
demned in these words: “ We therefore, with the 
advice of our brethren, altogether reprove and 
condemn this charter, prohibiting the king, under 
pain of anathema, from observing it, the barons 
from exacting its observation; we declare the said 
charter, with all its obligations and guarantees, 
absolutely null and void.״ The appointment of 
the archbishop was annulled, and another substi- 
tuted for him. Yes, Mr. Gleeson’s statement is 
true, and with truth it has been observed that 
among the miracles of that age the greatest mira- 
cle of all was that a Catholic archbishop should 
be more of a patriot than he was a priest. U 11- 
doubtedly the only righteous miracle that ever 
appeared in the history of the Catholic Church, 
and, consistently enough, the Pope condemned 
it.]

Whence, too, I may ask, have the principles of 
the common law of this and other civilized na- 
tions been derived? Most assuredly from the 
Cano! or the ecclesiastical law of our ancient 
church; for our common law, which is the basis of 
our entire system of jurisprudence, is nothing but 
the development or the application of the Canon 
law to civil cases.

[That is also true, and the doctrine is worthy 
of its origin. We shall pay our respects to the 
common law doctrine at another time. We have 
not space here.]

And now I ask once more, are such things as 
these ever taught our Catholic youth in the pub- 
lie schools of this land ? Indeed they are not. 
They are not even hinted at, and so our young 
people are kept in the profoundest ignorance of 
what they ought to have a right to know. May 
I not fairly ask, then is that a just— an equitable 
— system that will keep our people in shameful 
ignorance of what they ought to know.

the men, I will ask, from whom national danger 
may be most reasonably expected ? Is it from 
the God-fearing, law-abiding, morally-instructed 
section of the community ? Is it not rather from 
the socialists, the anarchists and bomb-throwers 
of the country, and are not such persons uni- 
formly recruited from the ranks of the infidels 
and agnostics of this land ?

[Most decidedly they are not. They are al- 
most without exception from the nations of Eu- 
rope, in everyone of which there is a State relig- 
ion, and in which religion is an essential part of 
the public education.]

The history of these worthies, especially in the 
city of Chicago, informs us of what they are capa- 
ble of attempting, and what might be expected if 
their principles were generally accepted. On 
purely utilitarian principles, then, I hold that it 
is a duty that the people of this country owe to 
themselves to see that the present system of com- 
mon school education prevailing in these United 
States be reformed, for if there be anything of 
value to be attached to the opinions of the emi- 
nent statesmen from whom I have quoted, it is 
certain that tidssystem contains the germs of pub- 
lie disorder and of national calamity. The full 
extent of-tlie evil may not now be easily forecast, but 
if the system be continued the day will come—it 
is bound to come—when, as unbelieving, social- 
istic principles will take the place of Christian 
ethics, a storm of popular fury will sweep this 
land from the Atlantic to the Pacific, leaving 
nothing but ruin and desolation in its track.

I now turn to another aspect of this educa- 
tional question. Up to this I have endeavored 
to point out to you its short-comings, its unsuit- 
ableness as a system of education in a Christian 
land, and its dangers in regard to society. I will 
now advance a step farther and will ask you to 
consider with me its unfairness to the Catholics 
of this Republic. Unfortunately for us Catholics 
we are not properly understood in this matter. 
For one reason or another the general public ac- 
credit us with a most intense and insensate hatred 
of the system in all its parts and forms. It is 
thought that we see nothing but evil in every- 
thing connected with it. Now this is not exactly 
our position. It is true that we declaim against 
the system and mainly on account of its want of 
moral principles, but we are willing to acknowl- 
edge that there are things in the public school 
system of education, such as reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, that are admirable and which if we 
were in a position to-morrow we would not alter, 
but can the same be said of everything else? 
No indeed. Take for instance the department of 
history. Is this taught in a way that Catholics 
can approve of, or that leaves them without a 
reasonable ground of complaint. Is there noth- 
ing deficient in this branch of instruction? I 
wish indeed I were able to answer in the negative 
and to say no. But unhappily I am not, for as 
now taught the most important points of Chris- 
tian history are kept carefully out of sight; they 
are wholly ignored, not being so much as alluded 
to, and so the system in this respect remains la- 
mentably deficient, sadly imperfect and conse- 
quently entirely below the standard that we have 
a right to expect. The youth of our times and 
of our faith arc accordingly kept in the profound- 
est ignorance of what they ought to know. Thus 
it is a historic fact that all the civilization of the 
world is Christian and has been created by the 
Catholic Church.

[If this be so, why i&not Mexico equal to the 
United States?]

Who Avere the men who went forth as the apos- 
ties of religious and intellectual enlightenment 
while the nations of Europe were still in a con- 
dition of barbarism? Who lifted woman from 
her lowly condition as man’s reputed inferior, and 
placed her on a level with her lord and master ?
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prejudices, and so stand shoulder to shoulder in 
our efforts to keep this land Christian. I f  the 
men of other denominations are wise they will 
join with us in this struggle fof reform, for if they 
do not the loss will be greater for them than for 
us. For while we, with the efforts we are making, 
will keep a very large proportion of our people, 
they will be completely abandoned by their own. 
Do not imagine that I am alone in entertain- 
ing this opinion. It has been acknowledged by 
some of the ablest and farthest seeing men of 
the Protestant community. And not to go be- 
yond the city of San Francisco for instance, the 
Rev. Dr. Platt of Grace Church used the follow- 
ing remarkable words twelve years ago in con- 
nection with this affair.

Extract from Dr. Platt’s sermon:—
“ As Protestants we should Christianize our 

education, because, first, if  our secular schools 
were intended exclusively to build up Protestant- 
ism, they are a great blunder, for they are break- 
ing it down. . . . Secular schools in the in-
terest of Protestantism are a fatal blunder. . . . 
Secularism saves nothing, not even itself. As to 
Protestantism it is only a question of time when 
our present system of public schools will render it 
a dead factor. The issue is by these schools, 
narrowing the controversy down to Romanism 011 
the one hand and infidelity on the other. . . .
As American citizens we should Christianize our 
education. When religion fails all fails. True 
liberty and immorality are strangers, but immor- 
ality and despotism are allies.”

These are remarkable words and deserve to be 
laid to heart and carefully studied by the entire 
Protestant community.

[That is true, and it is so of every other such 
utterance by professed Protestants; for they are 
not Protestants, but Catholics. And such a 
system favored by any Protestant is a direct play 
into the hands of the Roman Catholic enemy 
of the American public school.]

In fine then, we Catholics call for a reforma- 
tion of the public school system of education, be- 
cause it is dangerous to the well-being of the 
community, because it is the parent of infidelity, 
an abridgement of our constitutional rights, and 
destructive of parental authority.

S un d ay  P rohibition .

I n the S e n t in e l  of May 1, 1889, we referred 
to a bill passed by the Tennessee Legislature, 
making it a misdemeanor to sell wine, ale, or 
beer on Sunday. In commenting upon this we 
stated that the bill makes it a righteous act to sell 
those articles on the other six days of the week. 
To this statement exception has been taken. A  
gentleman who writes that he is friendly to the 
work of the S e n t in e l , says that he thinks it is 
wrong to sell intoxicating drinks at any time; 
but believes that if the traffic cannot be wholly 
suppressed, it is right to suppress it partially. 
We will state in brief our position, and explain 
the statement that we made.

We believe that the liquor traffic is entirely 
wrong. We are also in favor of suppressing it to 
any extent that can be done, and we do not de- 
cry a measure that will actually diminish the 
sale of liquor, for the simple reason that it is not 
total suppression. We believe that even less 
than half a loaf is better than no bread, but \ve 
have yet to see any evidence that the closing of 
Sunday saloons diminishes the amount of liquor 
drank. But even if this could be shown, it would 
not at all militate against our comment on the 
bill passed by the Tennessee Legislature. Our 
comment had reference not so much to the clos- 
ing of saloons on Sunday, as to the way in which 
the matter was put. It was stated that selling

And now, what is the remedy for such a con- 
dition of things as this? What is it that we 
Catholics have a just right to demand under the 
circumstances? It is beyond all manner of con- 
tradiction a change, a reformation of the entire 
system, and such a reformation as will bring 
back the system to its original condition, to its 
first principles. For it must be remembered that 
when first started the public school system of this 
country was not what it is now.

Then it was Christian, now it is anti-Chris- 
tian. Then it was religious, now it is secular. 
Then, in a word, the persons having it in charge 
proceeded on the lines of making virtuous 
citizens by the dual process of moral combined 
with secular instruction, while now the same is 
attempted by purely secular means. Again, the 
Catholics claim and call for a reformation of this 
matter for the reason that, as now administered, it 
is in direct conflict with the spirit and letter of the 
Constitutional law of this Republic, which secures 
to each of us, independent of creed or persuasion, 
an absolute freedom from all religious intolerance, 
while here we have forced on us by the will of 
the majority a system of instruction which we are 
ready to show has been and is robbing our little 
ones by the thousand and by the million of what 
is dearer to them than their very existence— the 
faith of their fathers. Who gave the State the 
absolute dominion over the finances of the whole 
country for such an ignoble purpose as this? 
Was it the object for which the public school 
system of this country was established, to destroy 
the faith of the Catholic people ?

[No, neither to destroy it nor to build it up. 
Nor was it either to destroy or build up the faith 
of any other people.]

It is a principle laid down in that magnificent 
document, the Declaration of Independence, drawn 
up in 1776, that there shall be no taxation with- 
out representation. It had been the violation of 
this principle on the part of the King of En- 
gland, that led to the achievement of the liberties 
of this country. For, be it understood, that it was 
not the taxation of the colonies, but the taxation 
without representation that led to the war of In- 
dependence. When, then, you support or endorse 
a system of this nature, you strike at the very 
root of constitutional liberty—you sap the very 
foundations on which our national greatness as a 
great liberal nation repose, and so, sooner or later, 
the evil consequences of such a proceeding are 
certain to be felt—sooner or later the bitter 
fruits of such a policy are certain to be tasted. 
What then is the duty of the loyal, God-fearing 
Christian men of this land. It is to make com- 
mon cause against this common enemy. It is to 
check by every means in their power the onward 
march of the hosts of unbelief and infidelity that 
are now solidly marching forward with such giant 
strides through the length and breadth of this 
great Nation, and for the existence of which the 
common school system is mainly responsible.

Do not imagine that I am alone in enter- 
taining this idea of the spread of unbelief and the 
cause to which it should be attributed. It has 
been publicly avowed and frankly acknowledged 
by the very mouthpiece of the apostle of infi- 
delity in this land, for has not that hater of every- 
thing Christian, Col. R. Ingersoll, openly declared 
that he regarded the public school buildings of 
this country as the future cathedrals of the Nation.

[We are not infidels, nor are we haters of any- 
thing Christian, but we must confess that Mr. 
Ingersoll’s statement is, we fear, not far wrong, 
in view of the attacks of both the Catholic hi- 
erarcl!3r and the would-be Protestant hierarchy, 
upon the public school.]

The duty of all loyal, God-fearing Christian 
men, then, I repeat it, is to make common cause 
against this common foe. We should be one and 
all ready to sink our differences, to put aside our

truth. Don’t imagine that I have come here 
to-day to make a statement of this nature without 
being able to substantiate it. Well, many of you 
may have heard of the commotion that was raised 
in Boston a couple of years ago by the introduc- 
tion into the public schools of that city, of a 
book in which it was stated that the doctrine of 
indulgences was a pardon for sins, and that as 
such the Catholic Church commended their sale.

[It was not so stated. It was said that they 
“ were remissions of the penances imposed upon 
persons whose sins had brought scandal on the com- 
m unity.” Then it was said that “ in process of time 
they were represented as actual pardons of guilt, 
and the purchaser was said to be delivered from all 
his sins.” A ll of which we at the time proved 
to be true by the evidence of Catholic history and 
Catholic Archbishops.]

Now, I need not go so far as Boston to find 
something of a like nature to this. The general 
history used in the higher grades in the public 
schools on the Coast, up to very recently, and as 
far as I know may even yet, in some instances, 
has been Barnes’s, and at page 438 of that 
work the author thus expresses himself on the 
subject of indulgences: “ In 1517, there came 
into Saxony, one Tetzel, a Dominican Friar 
(mark the discourteous language, one Tetzel), 
selling indulgences. The wickedness and impu- 
dence of this man, who was better fitted to receive 
than dispense pardon for sin, aroused general indig- 
nation.” Now, if this means anything at all, it 
means that indulgences are a pardon from sin, 
and that as such they were sold by the Catholic 
Church. Again, at page 321, the same writer 
tells his young readers that it was only in the 
sixth century that the Pope of Rome became the 
head of the Catholic Church.

When speaking of the conversion of the Lorn- 
bards to Christianity, he says: “ The people, who 
until the overthrow of the emperor had been 
accustomed to depend upon Rome for political 
guidance, naturally continued to look thither for 
spiritual* counsel and (now mark you) the Bishop 
01* Rome insensibly became head of the Catholic 
Church.” That is, it was by political circum- 
stances that the Bishop or Pope of Rome became 
the head of our holy church.

[And tluit is the literal truth. It was al- 
together by religio-political circumstances that 
the Bishop of Rome became the head of the 
Catholic Church. The difficulty with the papal 
system is that it is diametrically opposed to 
everything that is true, and it would be impossi- 
ble to teach any truth in the history of Europe 
in the Christian era that would suit that system.]

What a monstrous, what a shameful and bare- 
faced untruth ! Mr. Barnes ״ may be, in social 
and domestic life, an excellent man; of that I 
have no knowledge; but one thing I do know, 
and that is that he is not qualified to write a gen- 
end history for the Catholic youth of this Coast. 
Still again, at page 265 of the same work, the same 
writer complacently tells us that Julian the apos- 
tate, the greatest enemy the Christian cause 
ever had on earth, not even excepting the cruel 
Nero or the bloody Diocletian, was an excellent 
man.^ And that is the history that the Catholics 
of our public schools are required to learn, 
that is the history that Catholic parents are re- 
quired to purchase and put into the hands of 
their sons and daughters to learn. This I indig- 
nantly declare, is an insult to our reason and an 
indignity to our faith. It is an evil that should 
not be tolerated to exist for a day in our midst.

[In point of disposition and character it is 
certain that Julian was a better man than either 
Constantine or Theodosius or Justinian; and a 
much better man than many of the Popes.]
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ever had such a Constitution, consequently no 
other nation ever attained to such greatness and 
prosperity.

And we are willing to admit that our holy 
religion is, in its place, the source of our national 
exaltation. But that religion has been kept־ as 
holy as it is by the very fact that it has been 
utterly separated from the unholy State. If 
there had been here, as in other nations, a union 
of religion and the State, nobody would have 
ever seen such an example of national greatness 
and prosperity as has appeared in this Nation. 
And just as soon as religion becomes an element 
of legislation here in national affairs, then, this 
Nation may bid an everlasting farewell to all her 
greatness. Then other nations will cease forever 
to look to America as an example of free popular 
government. By the example of this Nation, 
other nations have been carried forward almost 
in spite of themselves, and entirely in spite of the 
Papacy, in the march of liberty and enlighten- 
ment. By it even Spain, the home of the In- 
quisition, has been brought to the “toleration״ of 
other professions of religion than the Catholic. 
But just as soon as this order shall be reversed 
and religion be made an element in national 
legislation ; just as soon as oppression and perse- 
cution for religious profession shall be established; 
and our national progress thus checked;—just 
then the reaction upon other nations will be such 
as to lift the Papacy to the highest point that it lias 
ever stood in the world, even to that point where, 
as it is written, “ all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him, whose names are not written in 
the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.״ Kev. 13:3. Yes, this 
is the model nation. Let it remain so.

A. T. j.

S un d ay  “ C lo s in g .”

The  value of enforced idleness and of Sunday 
prohibition was well illustrated in the city of 
Racine a short time ago. The Milwaukee Sen- 
tinel of June 24, says:—

“ The good people of Racine supposed that 
when Mayor Mitchell issued his proclamation 
ordering the closing of saloons on Sunday, the 
Bell City would virtually be a prohibition town 
on that day, and that there would be no drunk- 
enness. They were mistaken. A larger amount 
of liquor has been consumed to-day than has 
been the case when the dram shops were run 
wide open. On the first Sunday under the new 
order it was differet t, the town being quiet as a 
grave-yard, owing to the fact that a heavy rain 
prevailed all day long. But to-day the city 
presented a different aspect. To be sure tke 
saloons were closed, and entrance was irnpos- 
sible, except to those who knew the back or 
side-door signals. But the average tippler pro- 
vided himself with a bottle or keg of beer be- 
fore 12 o’clock Saturday night, and it was a 
common occurrence to see dozens of men going 
home with bottles protruding from their pock- 
ets, while others tramped along with 41 keg 
on their shoulders. The result was seen to-day. 
Up the river there were several picnic parties, 
and the crowds present were plentifully supplied 
with liquid refreshments which had been se- 
cured yesterday. On the harbor piers were 
gathered from 300 to 500 people, and the 
male portion of the crowd were not bashful in 
pulling out bottles and sipping their contents. 
In the woods a great many men and boys gath- 
ered and drank whisky and beer.״

A. D elos W escott.

ing in want of something to talk about seen! a 
good deal inclined to adopt the recommendation, 
and to enter upon the discussion, “on the ground 
that its application depends upon the principles 
of righteousness which are based on religion.”

The New York Sun laughed at the clergy for 
being “caught with chaff.” The Christian Union 
takes up the defense of the clergy, heartily en- 
dorses the recommendation of the Examiner, and 
says:—

“ The clergy are right in seeing in this a moral is- 
sue, and if the clergy shall follow the suggestion 
which has been made, and generally preach on this 
subject on next Thanksgiving day, we may expect to 
see an impulse given to public honesty, that is, to 
civil service reform, which will make the campaign 
of resistance still more difficult for the place-hunters 
and their advocates.״

If  this question is to be discussed by the pulpit 
because it depends on the principles of righteous- 
ness which are based on religion, thus virtually 
making it a religious question, instead of political, 
then, why not every other political question also 
be discussed by the preachers for the same rea- 
son ? Then, how long will it be before religion 
becomes a direct element in politics, the pulpit 
only a place for political scheming and the preach- 
ers become partisans. A  union of religion and 
the State is becoming more and more popular. 
The evil spirit seems to be in the very air and 
can be discerned in almost every wind that 
blows.

I f  the pulpits would engage constantly and 
faithfully in the preaching of the gospel of Christ, 
and inculcating upon the hearts of men the prin- 
ciples of righteousness as therein revealed, im- 
planting in the heart the love of righteousness for 
righteousness’ sake rather than as a political 
factor, then there would be vastly more of the 
principles of genuine reform pervading all classes 
and conditions of society, and there would not 
be such a special demand for the discussion of 
particular phases of politics. A. T. j.

T he M odel N ation .

A co rrespondent  in the Christian States- 
man of July 4, 1889, arguing for the religious 
amendment to the Constitution, making this a 
religious instead of a civil government, and pro- 
viding for religious tests and qualifications for of- 
lice, says “ it would exert a salutary influence on 
other nations” because,—

“ They are looking to America as an example of 
free popular government. Some of them are strug- 
gling toward public liberty and are taking this Nation 
as a model and guide. They are trying to ascertain 
the secret of our national greatness and prosperity. 
For thi3, they look at our written Constitution. 
Hence, it should clearly indicate that we are a Chris- 
tian Nation. They should be made to understand 
that our holy religion is the source of our national 
exaltation.

Yes, they are looking to America as an exam- 
pie of free popular government, and they see it, 
too, and have seen it so far; and they do right, 
in their struggle toward republican liberty, to 
take this Nation as a model and guide. It is the 
model of all of earthly governments, and should 
be the guide of all, as it is the first one of the 
kind that the earth has seen. And in their ef- 
forts to ascertain the secret of our national great- 
ness and prosperity, they do well to look at our 
written Constitution. It is because that Consti- 
tution is as it is, utterly separated from relig- 
ion, that we have attained to such national great- 
ness and prosperity. No other nation ever had 
such an opportunity, because no other nation

liquor on Sunday should be considered “a mis- 
demeanor.” Now we submit that if that does 
not mean that it is not a misdemeanor to sell it 
on other days, it does not mean anything. That 
it does mean to convey the idea that it is not a 
misdemeanor to sell it on other days, is shown by 
the fact that there is no penalty attached to the 
selling of it on other days of the week, whereas 
there would be a penalty if it were considered a 
misdemeanor. But a misdemeanor is misbe- 
liavior, wrong-doing; therefore to specify Sunday 
as the day on which it shall be considered a mis- 
demeanor to sell liquor is virtually the same as 
saying that there is nothing wrong in it on other 
days of the week.

We do not see how anyone can controvert this 
view, and so we repeat, as we have often said, 
that the great objection we have to so-called 
Sunday legislation is that it tends to lower the 
standard of what temperance really is, and 
tends to make the liquor traffic respectable, thus 
making it impossible to gain the end that is de- 
sired by many who are earnest temperance peo- 
pie, and conscientious in their efforts to stop the 
sale of liquor on Sunday. E. J. w.

P olitical P reach ing .

The  New York Examiner, a short time ago, 
recommended that the pulpits of the country 
should take up as a part of their work, the dis- 
cussion of civil service reform, “ on the ground 
that its application depends on the principles of 
righteousness which are based on religion.” 
Civil service reform is that reform which pro- 
poses to have all the civil offices of the country, 
except the very highest, held by the same persons 
during life unless by committing crime they for- 
feit them. This is to avoid the changes that would 
otherwise follow upon the change of administra- 
tion. The movers in this reform have been at 
Avork a good many years, and some United States 
laws have actually been secured on the subject. 
But, success in a political contest is so desirable, 
that it has been found expedient, and not alto- 
gether difficult, to evade the law, or even openly 
to violate it.

If civil service reform were actually estab- 
lished, and carried into effect, a system would be 
established by which, for instance, when Mr. 
Cleveland became President there would have 
been no changes amongst the postmasters of the 
country, but all who were postmasters when he 
became President, would have remained clear 
through his administration if they had lived and 
behaved themselves. But, President Cleveland 
made a good many changes; because, the argu- 
ment is, that if the people of the country choose 
a Democratic administration, then it is proper 
that the administration of public affairs should 
be carried on by Democrats. Therefore, it was 
proper for him to make the changes. Then, 
upon the same consideration, when President 
Harrison was elected, the people chose a Repub- 
lican administration and, it is considered but 
proper and right that the public affairs should 
be administered by Republican officials, conse- 
quently another series of changes was in order. 
Civil service reform proposes to stop all this, and 
make public office a public trust and not a re- 
ward for political service. It will be seen that 
this is wholly a political question. This reform 
is what the Examiner recommended that the pul- 
pits should discuss as a part of their work. The 
Examiner is a religious paper. Other religious 
DaDers endorse it, and the pulpits apparently be
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cliurcli institutions. But if the Roman Catholics 
should do that, the Protestant Sunday-law work- 
ers would very suddenly discover that their re- 
lations to the Roman Catholics were not so very 
delightful after all. They would say that it was 
a monstrous tyranny for Protestants to be obliged 
to submit to the dictates of Roman Catholics in 
enforcing the observance of church institutions. 
But that would be no more monstrous a tyranny 
than for Roman Catholics, or any others, to have 
to submit to the dictates of Protestants in such 
things.

The truth is that there is no right whatever in- 
volved in the theory of Sunday laws. It is false 
and tyrannical altogether. There is no right 
whatever in any such legislation by whomsoever 
it may be demanded. Work on Sunday is no 
more uncivil than is the same kind of work on 
any other day, and it never can, upon any prin- 
ciple of justice or right, be made a crime. Let 
church institutions and church observances be 
regulated and controlled by church sanctions 
only. Whatsoever is more than this is evil.

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, field secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union, is lecturing in this 
State in the interest of the above organization, 
which has for its object* a national Sunday 
law. We hope Mr. Crafts will not fail to read 
the A m e r i c a n  S e n t i n e l  published at Oakland, 
Cal., whose articles on this subject breathe more 
common sense than any publication we know of. 
The impression is gaining ground that some of 
the more intelligent people of this country have 
failed to properly study the principles of our 
government. That portion of their education 
seems to have been sadly neglected.—Mendocino 
Beacon, Aug. 10.

-------------·—·—-------------
A S e v e n t h -d a y  Adventist minister was un- 

ceremoniously sat upon by a convention held in 
Minneapolis recently, that discussed the Sunday- 
law question. The Adventist offered a resolution 
which he wished passed instead of one which a 
committee reported. Dr. Crafts, a Presbyterian 
minister from New York, asked the denomination 
of the Adventist, and when informed, said that 
“ A  Seventh-day Adventist had no place in that 
convention except as a spectator or reporter.״ 
We had thought the time was past for running 
things in such a high-handed way, but it seems 
we were mistaken. No men nor set of men need 
ever think to enforce a moral or religious princi- 
pie without submitting it to an intelligent dis- 
cussion. The advocate of any question that re- 
fuses to thoroughly discuss it, is open to the 
charge of corruption, and is unworthy of this 
“ land of the free and the home of the brave.״—  
Review, Litchfield, Minn.
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lines. This shows plainly enough that it was not 
the Sunday trains that caused the bankruptcy; 
because Mr. Shepard’s own testimony is that the 
company which now controls the road is making 
money, and that company runs Sunday trains. 
Or does Mr. Shepard mean that the Lord is so 
discriminating as to “ blow upon” a company 
for carrying passengers on an excursion train on 
Sunday, and to give prosperity to another com- 
pany for carrying many of the same passengers 
on a regular train ?

Let th e  Church C ontrol th e  C hurch.

At the ministers’ Sunday-law meeting at San 
Francisco, August 5, the American Sabbath Un- 
ion spoke a few minutes and then opened the 
way for questions to be asked, taking particular 
care first to state that questions should not be 
asked by visitors, but only by members of the 
Union. One of the questions was, “ Do Roman 
Catholics take part in local organizations in 
States?” and the answer was, “ We have very de- 
lightful relations with the Roman Catholics. On 
the civil side of the question of the Sabbath law 
the Catholics co-operate, on the religious side they 
don’t; because we have its basis on the fourth 
commandment, and if we should insist upon their 
co-operation with us on this basis, it would arouse 
controversy. We can work with them delight- 
fully on civil basis, but we don’t want to try to 
bring them too far.”

Yes, no doubt it is a very delightful thing in- 
deed thus to secure the co-operation of the Roman 
Catholics. But there are some questions that are 
involved in this that are of interest to those who 
are now enjoying this delightfulness, as well as 
for others who are not so intimately engaged in 
the work. Sunday as a day of rest is a papal 
institution. This, all Roman Catholics know, 
and it never can be proved to be anything else. 
It is an institution of the church and the only 
legislation that ever has been in behalf of it has 
been to help the church.' That is the object of the 
legislation that is now demanded by those who are 
working for a national Sunday law. It is legisla- 
tion demanded upon a papal principle in support 
of a papal institution. And when these men in 
their delightful association with the Roman Cath- 
olies secure the legislation for which they are 
working, having so far recognized the papal prin- 
ciple, and secured legislation in behalf of one in- 
stitution of the church, then what is to hinder the 
Roman Catholic in securing legislation in behalf 
of other institutions of the church? and compel- 
ing their observance ? Protestants having set the 
example, why should not the Roman Catholics fol- 
low the example clear through to the end ? With 
the political influence that the Roman Catholic 
Church has, such a prospect is not wholly imag- 
in ary.

Nor do we say this as prejudicial to the Roman 
Catholics. We say that, if church ordinances 
and church institutions are to be established and 
their observance enforced by the civil power, then 
it is the right of the Roman Catholics to see that 
the legislation shall be in their favor.

Further, it is not only their right, it is their 
duty, 9 WiiTis made their duty upon the princi- 
pie oHelf-protection. Under such circumstances 
it could not be asked upon any principle of jus- 
tice that the Roman Catholics, any more than any- 
body else, should submit their religious convic- 
lions to the rule of the majority, and therefore it 
would be their duty as well as their right to se- 
cure control of the legislatiou which has to do with
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Th e  speech of Mr. Gleeson, of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which we print this week, opens 
up anew the subject of religion and the public 
schools. This will be followed with a series of 
articles on that subject, in the course of which 
not only our own national system will be discussed, 
but the Canadian also. Now is a good time to 
subscribe.

A t the meeting of the Congregational Club of 
San Francisco, August 19, Mr. Crafts made a 
speech in which he took occasion to put Califor- 
nia on a level with France in the matter of mor- 
als and observance of the Sunday. Rev. Dr 
Barrows, of San Francisco, replied to this, posi- 
lively denying that the State of California is dete- 
riorating either civilly or religiously, and rather 
pointedly observed that “ a person who has been 
on the Pacific Coast but a few days was not qual- 
ified to speak disparagingly of the moral or spirit- 
ual condition of the State. ” Dr. Barrows is 
right. Those Eastern Sunday-law crusaders pro- 
fess great sympathy for poor benighted California, 
while the fact is California is far ahead of their 
own States in almost everything. Aside from all 
this, however, theirs is only a crocodile sympathy 
anyhow. They want to get California into the 
line of religious legislation so they can bring it 
with all the others under the rule of the preach- 
ers.

In Germany the State teaches religion in the 
public schools. What is the result ? Last win- 
ter at Washington, Dr. Conrad, editor of the 
Lutheran Observer, said that an American family 
who had just returned from a three years’ stay in 
Germany said : “ There is no real religion. Re- 
ligion is turned over to the schoolmaster. The 
parents say, ‘ The schoolmaster teaches religion, I 
am not responsible for that. ’ ” This result is 
inevitable. The State settles what religion shall 
be taught. The parent can have nothing to say. 
Then the State lias the selecting and appointing 
of the school-teachers. It is a State office. 
Teachers profess the religion to get the office. 
Then having no religion themselves, yet being 
obliged to teach it, the baldest rationalism is 
taught. And the nation is filled with irreligious 
religionists. Let the American people think of 
this now, while the movement is being made to 
establish religious instruction in their public 
schools.

L ast December, at the Washington City Sun- 
day-law convention, Mr. Elliott F. Shepard, to 
make a strong point in favor of Sunday laws, said : 
“ The West Shore Railroad of New York ran Sun- 
day excursion trains and bankrupted. The 
Lord blew upon it. Then others took the road 
and stopped all that, and the road is now making 
money. ” Now we find that the New York Cen- 
tral Railroad Company controls the West Shore 
road, and we personally know that the New York 
Central runs Sunday trains both freight and 
passenger both on its own and the West Shore


